ULTICULTURAL

i Sharing stories, understanding traditions:

By recognizing, accepting, and honoring the past, the following
books are making strides toward a new future: one that balances,
respects, and revives native cultural traditions.

Mexncan culiure

Despite its close proximity, it 1s'-e §y.for Americans
to overlook the significance and richness of Mexico’s
long history and the beauty of its cultural artifacts, The
following books reveal some of the aspects of a rich

"+ and complex culture,

Few art books convey a collector’s passion the way

" Folk Treasures of Mexico: The Nelson A. Rockefeller

. Collection (Arte Publico Press, 978-1-55885-595-3)
--depicts the fascination former Vice: President Nelson

: Rockefellér had for Mexican art. This coffee-table book
“- by Marjen Oettinges, Jr,, not only boasts beautiful pho-

“tographs of the everyday Mexican objects Rockefeller

" began cellectinig in 1933, but also #elates the stories of -
- his discoveries and encourters with the Mexican artists. -

themselves, Photographs taken throughout the twentieth
century show Rockefeller with such legends as Frida
Kahlo and Diego Rivera, and lesser-known artists living
in the Mexican countryside. Any good art book will te
art to the culture in which it is forged, and this book does
so not only through storytelling but by explaining the

everyday use of these objects. Oettinger; with the hefp of .
photographer Lee Boltin, transports. readers out of the -

San Antonio Musewn of Art; where

ketp[aces of Mexmo

' Passport: Stories from the U.S.-Mexico
“Borderlands (University of California

ltures

The United States-
Mexico border stretch-
es 1,969 miles, crosses
four American states,
and is often associ-
ated with politically
charged issues, . such’
as immigration.:and :
drug smuggling. Tyche Hendrlcks_
achieves an unusuvally thorough and
diversified view of these issues in her
new-book, The Wind Doesn’t Need a

TYCIEE HENORICKS,

Press, 978-0-520:25250-9).
Hendricks; " a lecturer at the
University of California, Berkeley, pre-
viously reported on immigration and
demographics at the San Francisco
Chronicle. She marries solid academic
research to material from hours of on-the-ground inter-
views. The chardcters featured include: the Q’odham

_ : ty:where - tribe that’ occupies: both: sides of the border, medical
“many of the pieces are:housed, "

- staff in) both countries, and an engineer who'is. chal-
B to the countryside” arid. mar—__-

lenging the constriiction of Mexican power plants for
US encrgy consumers. What emerges from Hendrick’s
examingtion: is a fiuanced picture of the border region
written with 2 journalistic flair. In her words, “in the
botderlands;: air and water move without heed for
political bonirdaries...” as do many aspects of society.
She reminds readers that the border is not jast a line
in the sand, bt a region where families, animals, and
ideas move freely. Anyone interested in bmdcr issues,
from an academic or lay perspective, will appreciate
this book. Gabriela Worrel

GEALS FRTK TAE

? @?@mﬁ m‘% Emaﬁ% will tie art to the culluyre
in which it is forged...
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