ULTICULTURAL

i Sharing stories, understanding traditions:

By recognizing, accepting, and honoring the past, the following
books are making strides toward a new future: one that balances,
respects, and revives native cultural traditions.

Mexncan culiure

Despite its close proximity, it 1s'-e §y.for Americans
to overlook the significance and richness of Mexico’s
long history and the beauty of its cultural artifacts, The
following books reveal some of the aspects of a rich

"+ and complex culture,

Few art books convey a collector’s passion the way

" Folk Treasures of Mexico: The Nelson A. Rockefeller

. Collection (Arte Publico Press, 978-1-55885-595-3)
--depicts the fascination former Vice: President Nelson

: Rockefellér had for Mexican art. This coffee-table book
“- by Marjen Oettinges, Jr,, not only boasts beautiful pho-

“tographs of the everyday Mexican objects Rockefeller

" began cellectinig in 1933, but also #elates the stories of -
- his discoveries and encourters with the Mexican artists. -

themselves, Photographs taken throughout the twentieth
century show Rockefeller with such legends as Frida
Kahlo and Diego Rivera, and lesser-known artists living
in the Mexican countryside. Any good art book will te
art to the culture in which it is forged, and this book does
so not only through storytelling but by explaining the

everyday use of these objects. Oettinger; with the hefp of .
photographer Lee Boltin, transports. readers out of the -

San Antonio Musewn of Art; where

ketp[aces of Mexmo

' Passport: Stories from the U.S.-Mexico
“Borderlands (University of California

ltures

The United States-
Mexico border stretch-
es 1,969 miles, crosses
four American states,
and is often associ-
ated with politically
charged issues, . such’
as immigration.:and :
drug smuggling. Tyche Hendrlcks_
achieves an unusuvally thorough and
diversified view of these issues in her
new-book, The Wind Doesn’t Need a

TYCIEE HENORICKS,

Press, 978-0-520:25250-9).
Hendricks; " a lecturer at the
University of California, Berkeley, pre-
viously reported on immigration and
demographics at the San Francisco
Chronicle. She marries solid academic
research to material from hours of on-the-ground inter-
views. The chardcters featured include: the Q’odham

_ : ty:where - tribe that’ occupies: both: sides of the border, medical
“many of the pieces are:housed, "

- staff in) both countries, and an engineer who'is. chal-
B to the countryside” arid. mar—__-

lenging the constriiction of Mexican power plants for
US encrgy consumers. What emerges from Hendrick’s
examingtion: is a fiuanced picture of the border region
written with 2 journalistic flair. In her words, “in the
botderlands;: air and water move without heed for
political bonirdaries...” as do many aspects of society.
She reminds readers that the border is not jast a line
in the sand, bt a region where families, animals, and
ideas move freely. Anyone interested in bmdcr issues,
from an academic or lay perspective, will appreciate
this book. Gabriela Worrel

GEALS FRTK TAE

? @?@mﬁ m‘% Emaﬁ% will tie art to the culluyre
in which it is forged...
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Almost three million Native American people
live in the United States todgy, the survivors of
a bloody history, the divisi% of nations and
land, and laws that dismantled the Native way
of life. Ongoing efforts to educate and share
Native stories not only helps to preserve tradi-
tion, but also opens a path between contempo-
rary US society and traditional Native identity.
Three new books by First Nation and Native
American authors share personal and tribal
stories with the goal of healing and learning
from the past.

Whispers  of  the
Ancients: Native Tales
for Teaching <& Healing
in Qur Time (University
of Michigan Press, 978-0-
472-05106-9) is beautiful-
ly illastrated and designed
to appeal to readers “at his
or her own level of com-
prehension and need.” It is
a lovely collection of sto-
ties, organized by themes
and lessons, written by
Tamarack Song. Moses
Amilk Beaver’s lush iliustrations brighten the
pages—a loon cocks its head in one story, and
in another, a warrior peeks over a riverbank at
a medicine worker standing on the shore. The
images and stories are the result of a collabora-
tive process between the author and illustrator;
at the end of each chapter, the inspirations for
each illustration and story are described.

Whispers of the Ancients is highly compre-
hensive, and accessible as a teaching tool or
for readers interested in exploring traditional
stories. Each chapter begins with a brief expla-
nation of a theme, and how Native American
culture incorporates certain myths and tradi-
tions, “In a real sense,” Song reminds the reader,
“we are all Guardians because we each, in our
own way, are called upon to serve our People...]
share the next stories as examples of how we can
serve our Relations, and of how we can groom
and enlist our unique talents for this service.”
The straightforward, plainly-worded stories are
a delight for readers familiar with
= Native American tales, as well as
those new to the genre,

“The secret of your name is
out /1 finally know my heritage. /
It took me almost fifty years/ To
come to learn of you,” writes
the award-winning poet David
~ Bouchard in his new work The
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Secret of Your Name: Kiimooch
ka shinikashooyen (Red Deer
Press, 978-0-88995-439-7), This
moving, bilingual volume is a
poemt dedicated to the people
whose ancestors were pressured
into denying their mixed-race
Metis backgrounds “in favor of
their more acceptable European
bloodlines.” The Secret of Your
Name honors Metis history and
heritage, and is written in English
- and Michif—the language of the

Metis people. The included bilin-
gual CD features a reading of the
poem and music by John Arcand,
“Master of the Metis Fiddle,” who
plays in the traditional style. Vibrant,
political, and stylized paintings are
the backdrop to this poignant work.
The Secret of Your Name is a great
addition to any collection of Native or
First Nation stories,

Crowned Miss Oklahoma in
1971, Susan Supernaw’s story is an
emotional memoir about her search
for identity and strength as a Native
American woman. Seeking knowledge, balance, and

- MUSCOGEE D/

S

humeor i a topsy-turvy world is Supernaw’s forte, and
her writing surges forward with a pleasant, congenial
grace in Muscogee Daughter: My Sojourn to the Miss
America Pageant (University of Nebraska Press, 978-0-
8032-2971-6). “Ilearned a long time ago that you can'’t
really change the stereotypes people have. Sometimes
you can help open their eyes, but they have to change
by themselves. Too often the people who need to change
the most are the ones who never will.”

Muscogee Daughter would be a strong choice for
a book group, or for readers interested in contempo-
rary Native American mermoirs. Supernaw’s life story
is compelling—not only because of her one-of-a-kind
experience, but also because of her ability to appeal to
a universal readership. Claire Rudy Foster @

Gabricla Worrel holds a master’s degree in Urban and
Regional Planning from the University of California
ai Irvine. She lives in Los Angeles, California, and
writes on urban and environmental issues.

Claire Rudy Foster has settled in Portland,
Oregon, to complete ber master’s degree and
raise ber son. Recently nominated for a
Pushcart Prize, she also moonlights as
an editor, barista, and independent film
actress. Learn more about Claire at @&
hitpilclairerudyfoster.blogspot.com. *

forewordreviews.com / WNOV-DEC 2010 / ForéWord 23




